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RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION BY METROPOLITAN AREAS 


ONFARM residential construction volume in metropolitan areas during 
the first half of this year was down 3.11% from its level of the same pe- 


riod in 1953. In contrast, nonfarm residential construction showed a mi- 
croscopic gain in areas outside metropolitan areas. 


Number dwelling units 


First First C hange 
half half 1953 to 
1953 1954 1954 


Residential construction in all 
nonfarm areas 581, 400 569, 500 -11, 900 
Residential construction in 
metropolitan areas 404,977 392, 348 -12,629 
“Nonfarm residential construc- 
tion outside metropolitan 
areas 176, 423 177, 152 +729 


(cont. on page 429) 


~ 
— | 


TT 
4) NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS | 
NATIONAL AVERAGES 


POPULATION METRO AREA 
1,000,000 & OVER 


$_ 





8 





$ 


EE 














S 


ro oe 




















PER MONTH PER 10.000 FAMILIES 


























NUMBER OF NEW ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT 





~y- 
: 










































































“€S6I 40 J TVH LSU WOU FS6I 
40 d'TVH LSUd NI JONVHD ON o 


P aaall 











“eSé6r 

JO ATVH LSULI MOTI SI NOLL 

~ INULSNOD 'TIVILNACISAY PSé6I 
40 Ad TVH LSUd FUAHM SALLID * 


“€S6r 
40 J TVH LSUd AAO SI NOLL 
- INULSNO)D 'TVILNACISAY FS6T 
JO 4d TVH LSUlI FUAHM SAILIO e 


¥S61—"OD F WNZNIM AOA—1LHOIAOD 


€Sél JO JIVH LSald HLIM GaIYVdWOD VS6l JO JIVH IS4i4 
NOLONALSNOD TVILN3AGIS3SY JO JIWNIOA NI SIODNVHD 

















(cont. from page 427) 


The bulk of this relatively small decline (12,629 units) was found in the met- 
ropolitan areas in the New England, Middle Atlantic and East North Central re- 
gions. This is shown by the map on page 428. Of all areas on this map, 53% had 
a higher construction volume in the first half of this year than they did during the 
same period last year, 40% had a lower volume, and 7% showed no change. 


Although home building volume for the first half of this year has run about 2% 
behind that of 1953, the trend has been sharply reversed since midyear. During 


the July-August-September period, 1954 volume is almost 20% ahead of the same 
period of 1953. 


When the final figures for 1954 become available, a larger majority of the 
metropolitan areas will show impressive gains over 1953. 


With residential construction continuing to play such an important part in our 
national and local economy, it is desirable.to have the best possible data on local 
as well as national residential construction activity. 


Consequently, we have increased the number of areas (from 140 to 168) upon 
which we will regularly publish residential construction data, and have reviewed 
and revised all data as far back as 1920. This has been a considerable under- 
taking, requiring the better part of a year. 


As has been our practice in the past, the individual charts on the following 
pages will be published quarterly and a tabulation showing the total number of units 
started annually during the postwar period will be published once a year. 


In this issue we have charts for the 168 metropolitan areas, plus a chart on 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and eight charts on the New York-Northeastern New Jersey 
Area. Charts on the following 20 areas are incomplete in this issue, but will be 


brought up to date in the next Construction Bulletin, which will be mailed during 
late December. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. Lubbock, Tex. 

Baton Rouge, La. Muncie, Ind. 

Green Bay, Wis. Ogden, Utah 

Gadsden, Ala. Orlando, Fla. 
Greenville, S. C. Raleigh, N. C. 
Jackson, Mich. San Angelo, Tex. 
Laredo, Tex. San Bernardino, Calif. 
Lexington, Ky. Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 
Lima, Ohio Wichita Falls, Tex. 
Lorain-Elyria, Ohio Westchester Co., N. Y. 














EXPLANATION OF CHARTS 


ESIDENTIAL building in all metropolitan areas of the United Statesas defined by the 1950 
Census is charted on the following pages. The 168 areas include all areas in which the 
entral city had a 1950 population of more than 50, 000. 


In each city all suburbs, incorporated and unincorporated areas, have been contacted and 
every effort has been made to make this report as complete as possible. In most cities it has 
been possible to include practically all of the suburbs within the metropolitan area. For exam- 
ple, the New York City and Northeastern New Jersey area figures include the building in 326 
suburban communities; the Chicago area includes building in 166 suburban communities; Phila- 
delpkia, 161; Detroit, 101; Los Angeles, 63; and Cleveland, 61. In all, more than 2, 300 
communities are represented in these charts. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the number of new family units started per 
10,000 families in each metropolitan area as indicated by building permits. In non-permit- 
issuing areas, we requested the tax clerk to report to us the number of dwelling units added 
to the tax roll each month. In this computation, a single-family dwelling counts 1, a 2-family 
dwelling counts 2, and a 24-family apartment counts 24. All public housing and war housing 
projects have been included, along with buildings that were privately built and financed. 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the number of new family accommodations 
built in the last 3 months for which figures are available. These are actual figures and are not 
adjusted for the number of families. The red italicized numerals give the corresponding fig- 
ures for the corresponding period of a year ago. 


It should be noticed on the individual charts that separate averages (medians) have been used 
for four groupings of metropolitan areas. The average number of new family accommodations 
built per month per 10,000 families is shown from 1920 to the present for metropolitan areas 
having from 50,000 to 250,000 people (the solid red line); for areas having from 250, 000 to 
500, 000 people (the beaded red line); for areas having from 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 people (the 
dash-dot line); and for those areas having a population of over 1,000, 000 (the dashed red line). 
Ninety-one areas fall into the first category; 44 into the second; 19 into the third; and 14 into 
the fourth. 


On each area chart is shown in red the national average for areas in its grouping in contrast 
to the blue line, which shows the figures for the specific area. The averages used on the area 
charts are medians. A median average is found by arranging the data in order of size and se- 
lecting the amount at the midpoint. Because a median average thus eliminates the influence 
of the two extremes, it gives a very good picture of the typical area in each group. 


On the chart on the front page we have also shown national averages for each of the 
groupings of metropolitan areas: (1) 50,000 to 250, 000 population; (2) 250, 000 to 500, 000 pop- 
ulation; (3) 500,000 to 1,000,000 population; and (4) 1,000,000 population and over. These 
averages should more properly be called arithmetic means. An arithmetic mean is obtained 
by adding the amounts of ali the items and then dividing by the number of items. It will be no- 
ticed that the arithmetic mean, being influenced by areas with a greatly accelerated rate of new 
building, is above the median average of each of the groupings. The arithmetic means are given 
for each grouping in order that a comparison of new building on a volume basis may be made. 


We repeat, the chart on the front page shows the arithmetic mean of the construction 
rate in the different-sized areas. The red line on each of the individual charts shows the na- 
tional average for the group in which each area belongs, making it possible to compare the rate 
in one area (blue line) with the average rate of all other areas of comparable size (red line). 
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